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Stev~e Todorovski

Lukovi^esti fibuli 

od bitola i bitolsko

UDK. 903.5:688.2(497.774)

Vo tekot na 50-tite godini od XX vek, sever-
no od Herakleja, kaj Bukovskite grobi{ta, 
vo dvorot na biv{ata fabrika “Progres”, 
koja e vo sklop na nekropolata na anti~kiot 
grad Herakleja Linkestis, postoela zasvode-
na grobnica1 koja sega e uni{tena so proko-
puvawe na kanalot {to gi sobira vodite od 
nekoga{nata reka Kurdeles. Vo ovaa grob-
nica e pronajdena lukovi~esta fibula, so 
golemina 9,8 h 6,5 sm. ukrasena so gravirawe 
i pozlata. Poradi skr{eniot del na sredi-
nata, lakot e ispolnet so gips i taa e svrtena 
malku nalevo so sredi{niot del. Na stopata 
se nao|aat ukrasi od gravirana lenta svit-
kani vo “S” spirali od dvete strani po 5, a 

na kraevite na nogata, levo i desno, po eden 
lik na mladi ma`i, najverojatno sinovite na 
Teodosij I (Honorij i Arkadij). Zavr{ocite 
na gornata strana se tri obli formi vo oblik 
na lukavi~est tip krstoobrazna forma (Zwie-
blknopffibel) nielo tehnika. Spored tipologi-
jata na lukovi~estite fibuli {to ja napravil 
E. Keler, mu pripa|a na tipot 5.2 Spored ta-
belata, datirana e me|u 370 - 400.3 Vakvite 
fibuli se delele na zaslu`ni lica po povod 
zna~ajni proslavi, so cel da se afirmira car-
skiot dom i negovite ~lenovi.4 
Da ja spomeneme i zlatnata lukovi~esta fib-
ula od s. Sekirani.5 Izrabotena e od surovo 
zlato, trite lukovi~esti zavr{oci se zatap-
eni. Sli~na e so tipot 3, a spored E. Keler, 
datirana e nekade me|u 340 - 360 god.
Vo Zavod i Muzej - Bitola ima u{te 3 bronze-
ni fibuli od s. @ivojno. Prvata e identi~na 
na tipot 4S, datirana vo 360 - 370 god. spored 
Keler, vtorata e identi~na na tipot 3V dati-
rana vo 350 - 360 god. i tretata e 4 A datirana 
vo  340 - 360 god.
Vo lokalniot muzej {to se nao|a vo samiot 
lokalitet Herakleja Linkestis se izlo`eni 4 
lukovi~esti fibuli najdeni pri iskopuvawe. 
Inventirani se, no jas ne mo`ev da dojdam 
do podatoci kade se najdeni. Gi snimivme so 

1 I. Mikul~i}, Docno rimski grobovi od Skupi. 
Godi{en zbornik na Filozofski fakultet, Kn. 
26, Skopje 1974, 136, Bel. 63; istiot. Herakleja 
Anti~ki grad vo Makedonija, Skopje 2007, 144.

Sl. 1. Herakleja, pozlatena lukovi~esta fibula
(fotografija i crte`)

Fig. 1. Heraclea Lyncestis - bilbous with appearance
of garlic gilded with gold

2 E. Keller, Die säptrömische Grabfunde in Südbayern (= 
Münchner Beiträge rur Vor - und Frühgeschichte 14). 1971, 
34; M. Vasi}, Osvrt na nalaz IV veka iz Star~eva. 
Zbornik narodnog muzeja, VVII-1, археологија, 
Београд 2001, 149.
3 Keller. op. cit., 35.
4 A. Jovanovi}, O problemu fibula sa port-
retima. Zbornik Filozofskog fakulteta, XIII-1, 
Beograd 1976, 48.
5 Mikul~i}. op. cit., 1974, 136, note. 63.
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fotoaparat preku staklo, taka {to nemavme 
mo`nost da gi izmerime {irinata,  dol`inata 
i te`inata. Numeriraweto e dadeno na slika-
ta od 1 - 4. Fibulata br. 1 ima popre~na greda 
so {estoagolen presek, zavr{uva so mazni, na 
vrvot za{ileni lukavici, na gredata se nao|a 
ukras so plasti~na lenta svitkana vo “S” spi-
rala, lakot e polukru`en i pomal od stopata. 
Stopata e ukrasena so dva para od po 5 kru`ni 
to~ki. Spored Keler, re~isi e identi~no na 
4A.6 Fibulata pod br. 2 ja nema popre~nata 
greda na koja stojat trite lukavici, no spored 
lakot i stopata identi~na e na fibulata 
br. 1. Fibulata br. 3 ja ima popre~nata gre-
da so tri zaobleni lukovi~esti tapi delovi 
(neza{ileni), gredata e so plasti~en ukras 
na “S”spirali, a stopata na krajot e skr{ena. 
Spored Keler, mu pripa|a na tipot 3A.7 Fib-
ulata br. 4 e deformirana na popre~nata 
greda, nema ukrasi, ramna e celata, dlab-
natinkite {to zavr{uvaat lukovi~esto se 
samo obele`ani i polukru`no izvedeni, la-
kot e svitkan - fizi~ki o{teten, a stopata e 
potkinata. Spored Keler, mu pripa|a na ti-
pot 1A.8 
Sepak, mora da ka`eme deka od site ovie 
lukovi~esti fibuli, pove}eto se novi tipo-
vi, koi nie pribli`no gi datiravme spored E. 
Keler.
Lukovi~estite fibulii ne gi poseduvale 
civili, tie bile odlika na voeni lica. Site 
dosega otkrieni vo Makedonija9 uka`uvaat 
deka niv gi donesle islu`eni voeni veterani 
- oficeri vo docnata antika, koi za svoite 
voeni zaslugi mesto pari, dobivale imoti 
(penzii). Bile pogrebuvani vo mali nekropo-
li ili poedine~ni grobovi, ili vo zasvodeni 
grobnici, kako istaknati gra|ani (zaedno 
so potesnoto semejstvo) i so li~nite pred-
meti (fibulite i dr.). Iako vo nekoi `enski 
grobovi se najdeni fibuli od ovoj tip, tie ne 
i pripa|ale na umrenata, tuka bile staveni 
po nasleden pat.10 Smetame deka, najverojatno, 
lukovi~estite fibuli se prvite voeni, ofi-
cerski ~inovi.
Mati~noto podra~je na ovie fibuli nesomne-
no e srednoto Podunavje, odnosno Panonija.11 
Tamu se otkrieni okolu 100-tina vakvi fibu-

Sl. 2 - Sekirani, zlatna lukovi~esta fibula
(fotografija i crte`)

Fig. 2. Sekirani - Golden bilbous with form of garlic

Sl. 3 - @ivojno, 
tri bronzeni lukovi~esti fibuli
Fig. 3. Zivojno - three bronze bilbous with

appearance of garlic

6 Keller. op. cit., 34 pic. 9.
7 Ibid., 34 pic. 6.
8 Ibid., 34. pic 1.
9 M. Ivanovski, Eden docnoanti~ki grob od 
Tarane{, @iva antika 34/1-2, 1984, 220.
10 Vasi}, op. cit., 196.
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Sl. 4 - Herakleja, lukovi~esti fibuli od lokalniot muzej
Fig. 4. Heraclea Lyncestis - bilbous with form of garlic from the local museum

11 Ibid., 191 - 195.
12 Mikul~i}. op. cit., 1974, 136.

li, od koi mo`e da se sledi nivniot razvoj od 
poprosti formi kon poslo`eni. Nesomneno, 

ottamu ovie fibuli se pro{irile i na jug, na 
Balkanot.12

Stev~e Todorovski

CROSSBOW FIBULAS FROM BITOLA AND ITS VICINITY

Summary

During the 1950’s, north of the site Heraclea, in 
vicinity of the Bukovo grave yard, on the plot of 
the previous “Progres” factory which is part of 
the necropolis of the Ancient town of Heraclea 
Lyncestis a vaulted tomb existed. However, the 
tomb is now destroyed with the digging of the 
channel which collects the water of the former 
river Kurdeles. In this tomb a crossbow fibula was 
found (size 9, 8 x 6, 5 cm) which is gold plated 
and adorned with engraving. Since the middle 
section of the bow was broken it was filled with 
plaster cast, and is slightly slanted to the left. 

The foot of the fibula on each side is adorned 
with an engraved strips twisted into “S” spirals, 
while at the end of the foot, on the left and right 
side is decked  with images of  young men, most 
probably the sons of Theodosius and (Honorius 
and Arcadius). On the upper side the endings are 
adorned with three knobs (Zwieblknopffibel) 
accomplished in niello.According to the typology 
for crossbow fibulas compiled by E. Keller this 
one belongs to the no.5 type, namely after the 
date table from 370-400 AD. These types of 
fibulas were bestowed to people of merit on 
important events, to acknowledge the imperial 
house and its members.



54

The gold crossbow fibula from the v. Sekirani 
also deserves a mention, which according to the 
form has similarities with the no.3 type of fibula, 
after the E. Keller typology, dated around 340-
360 AD.
In the Museum and Institute for Protection of 
Cultural Monuments in Bitola are housed 3 more 
bronze fibulas from the v. Zhivojno.The first one 
is identical with the 4 C type, dated according to 
Keller to 360-370 AD., the second is identical to 
the 3B type, dated to 350-360 AD., and the third 
is a 4A type, dated to the period of 340-360 AD. 
In the museum located on the site of Heraclea 
Lyncestis are displayed 4 of the excavated 
crossbow fibulas. These fibulas have entries; 
however I was not able to obtain data where 
precisely they were found. Furthermore, we 
were not able to obtain measurements, and the 
photos were made directly from the show case. 
The numeration is given after the photos (1-
4). The fibula no.1 has a transversal arm with 
a hexagonal cross section, and finishes with 
polished pointed knobs, the arm is adorned with 
an “S” twisted band, and the bow is semicircular 
and smaller than the foot. The foot is decked 
with two pairs of 5 dotted circles. According to 
Keller, it is identical with the 4A type. The fibula 
no.2 is without the transversal arm with the 
three knobs, but according to the bow, and the 
foot it is identical with the no. 1 fibula. The no. 
3 fibula has a transversal arm with three round 
knobs, the arm is adorned with “S” type spirals, 
and the foot is broken at the end. According to 

Keller this fibula is belongs to the 3A type. The 
fibula no. 4 has a deformed transversal arm, has 
no decoration, its flat, the bow is damaged, and 
the foot is slightly torn. According to Keller this 
fibula belongs to the 1A type.
Nevertheless, we must say that from these 
crossbow fibulas we can determine several 
new types, which can be dated approximately 
according to E.Keller.
The crossbow fibulas were not owned by civilians, 
they were distinctions of army men. All the fibulas 
of this type which were discovered in Macedonia 
show that they were worn by the merited war 
veterans-officers of the Late Antiquity, who for 
their military achievements instead of money 
were bestowed with property (pensions).These 
merited men were buried in small cemeteries or 
separate graves, and in vaulted tombs (together 
with their family) and with their personal 
belongings (fibulas and etc.).In spite the fact that 
these types of fibulas were discovered in some 
female graves, it shows that they were placed 
with the deceased as heirlooms. We believe that 
the crossbow fibulas were probably the first 
insignia for the rank of the military officers.
The homeland of these fibulas no doubt is the 
region of the middle flow of the Danube River, 
namely Pannonia. In this region over 100 fibulas 
of this type have been discovered, showing the 
different development phases, from simple to 
elaborate forms. It is certain that these fibulas 
spread from this region southward to the 
Balkans. 


